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Date: November Z, 2019
To:  Membersand Alternatesf the Historical Commission
From: Sarah L. Burks, Preservation Planner
Re: Case D1544 Stevensondouse9 PineSt. (1815)
An application to demolish thetevensonHouseat 9 PineStreet was received dfovembels,
2019. The ownerNine Pine Cambridge LLGvas notified of an initial determination of

significance and a public hearing was schedule@®&mrember 52019.

Current Conditions

The Stevensoinouseoccupies 8,314 squarefoot lot (75/15) on thewestside ofPineStreetnear
the corner of Scho@treet Thislot measurespproximately 5@eetwide by65feetdeep.The
house is d ¥2story frame buildingvith afront facinggable roofon a high brick foundatiorThe
zoning is Residence-C, a multifamily housing districthat requires 1,500 square feet per
dwelling unit The FAR and height limits in this district &&5 and 35eet The assessed value
of the land and building, according to the Assessors ds¢alis $66,000 - $164,800 for the
building, and 801,200 for the land.The property sold i®ctober2018 for $1,250,000.

The frontporch is set back 5 feet
from the sidewalkThehouse is
situatedon the lot withnon
conformingnorth sideand rear
setback conditios

Thehouse is irfair conditionbut
has not beerenovated in many
years It is covered withwhite
aluminum sidig, gutters,
cornice trim,and storm
windows.

9 PineStreet Cambridge Assessing Depptoto

831 Massachutsfltt,s Qammuied g @, Massachusetts
Email : histcomm@cambridgema. gov URL: htt

Brucei AQha8wsannah BYod oQBH@MIi s M x eScud tliiwe



Cambridge GIS

Thepropertyis located midway between Central and Kendgliares and ae Main Street and
Lafayete Square. There are two parks down the streem&@it MorganPark and the Chief
Anthony Palil lo Tot Lot. Thedesirability of thdocationand age and condition of some of the
building stock makes thi fragileneighborhoodThere are other mid to lateneteenth century
residential buildingst this corner of School and Pine Street, but there ar@aitkong lotsand a
lot of high-density new construction nearldn 1830s workers cottage at 86 School Street was
demolished in 2016nd replaced with &-storycontemporargingle-family home

The applicant proposes to raze #xastinghouse and construtwo attached homes, one of two
stories and the other of three stori€se plan and elevation drawings for the proposed project are
on file and have been distributedttte commissionTwo parking spaces would be provided
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Description

The StevensorHouse is a 1¥%tory wood framénomewith a pitchedroof, orientedgableend

facingthe streetThecornice return®nthe left and ight sides othe gablebutdoes not creata

full pedment. Thefront entrance is located dheright bay of the thredayfacadeand is now

coveredby theenclosedront porch Themain blodk of the house measur26 feet across and 31

feet deepvith anell measurindgl2 x 11 A rear addition of 15 x 1B a later :

additonThe house sits on a high base BAS ndat i
height.The largepine tree in thgphotoshassincebeen removedThe existing usm 2

windows, likely original, arevood2-over2 double hungash. 23 2

The house was covered with aluminum sidsogetime after 1948Vood
clapboards are visibl@here the siding has beeemoved on the south facing =
dormer and on the nordide of the ellTheenclosed front porch was added i| FHs
1926. Theflat-roofedrear additionwhich has sometimes been usedasa | A%
separate edencewas added in 1886.
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Thehousehas the massing of a small Greek Ralnottage, but some
charactestics of the Italianate style including the short gable end returns &
2-over2 windows. More information might deund beneatlthe sding, such 2

as whether ther@ereonce bracketslang the eaves at the entry. There is : 12 4
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no documentation in our record$ a Greek Revivgbortico aross the front FEP

9 PineStreetmeasured footprint, Cambridge Assessalatabase.
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9 PineStreet, front éast) elevation wittenclosed porch addition

History

The opening of the West Boston Bridge in 1793 opened ugvdragsportation option from Old
Cambridge and points west to Boston. Formerly occupied by only four homesteads,
Cambridgeport started to grow soon after the opening of the bridge. Main Street was built along a
causeway to the bridge from Pelham's Islamdi laafayette Square (where the earliest

development in Cambridgeport took place). Taverns and stores were the first structures built
along MainStreet The commercial nature of the street continued through the nineteenth century,
as it was a busy thoroughfare between Boston and Harvard Square.

Pine Street was laidut along with School and Cherry Streets in 1808 Old Cambridgeport
residential neighborhood developed in and around ClaaahyPine seet during the fist half of

the nineteenth century. Some of Cambridgeport's oldest houses, dating to the Federal period,
survive in this historic neighborhodcluding the Margaret Fuller House of 1808 Thear e a 6 s
developmenthensloweddue tofinancial troubles causkby the Embargo of 1807. Tleeonomy
picked up again angrowth of this neighborhoodvas in full swingagainby thel1840s, when

many of the Greek Revival style houses were constructed.



1873Hopkins Atlasof Cambridge 1875 House Book entry for 9 Pine

Theproperty at9 PineStreetwas purchasedy James Stevenson, a laborer, from hauiggt
Samuel Sanders in 1843tevenson wataxed for the finished house the following year.
Stevensormnd his wife Margarewere born in Irand inabou 1795/172. Theyresidedat 9 Pine
Streetuntil 1854 then disappear from ti@ambridge directories.

By 1872, Daniel Shermamak ownership of thg@roperty A former bacon cureand provision
dealer Sherman hadccepted position with the Police €partment and worked Btation2 in
Central Square-de was born irMarlboroughMass in about 182andmarried wife Louia
Harriman of New Hampshire in 184fhey had at least three childréte died in 1889 in
Marlborough.
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